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NEWS RELEASE


     RICHARD F. ALLEN
                Commissioner, Alabama Department of Corrections

December 9, 2009 

ADOC Response to SCHR Litigation 

The Department of Corrections is engaged with the Southern Center for Human Rights in litigation concerning, among other things, the safety and security at the Donaldson Correctional Facility.  

The Southern Center has a history of trying their cases by press releases in an attempt to cause the Trier of Fact to pre-judge the case, and this is just another example.

This Department does not intentionally under report criminal misconduct committed by the Southern Center’s inmate clients.  After the Southern Center raised these issues before filing this lawsuit, we revised our reporting procedures to more accurately report inmate crime.

Steve Martin, the Southern Center’s expert, quoted in their press release stated during his deposition, “I do not think there is any single thing going on at Donaldson that - that is so hugely problematical.  In fact, there are many things going on that are positive that - that they’re trying to do.”

Nevertheless, under the theory that a broken clock can be right twice per day, I am directing my staff to once again review our policy and procedures for reporting crimes committed by inmates to ensure that these crimes are accurately reported.
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