
Contact us for a schedule of
Design Team meetings or to 

request a presentation for your 
organization, neighborhood, 

school, or church.

 Pre-Arrest Diversion works 
like this: A specially trained 
officer who has probable cause 
to make an arrest on a certain 
set of offenses (those primarily 
deriving from mental illness, 
addiction, and/or poverty), can 
offer an individual diversion into 
the program instead of booking 
into the jail. If that person 
consents, a Care Navigator is 
called to the scene to conduct a 
preliminary intake with that 
individual, focused first on 
finding them housing, and then 
building a wellness plan 
individually tailored to their 
strengths and needs. This Care 
Navigator will stay and work with 
the client for the duration of the 
program. 
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Join with us in making
Atlanta and fulton county

a leader in community
safety and wellness.
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Co-Coordinator
lee@prearrestdiversion.org
(678)-662-1885

Che Johnson-Long,
Co-Coordinator
che@prearrestdiversion.org
(951)-285-7192

 In December of 2015, the 
Fulton County Board of 
Commissioners and the Atlanta City 
Council unanimously passed 
legislation to authorize a Design 
Team for a Pre-Arrest Diversion 
Initiative. This design team has 12 
months to bring the stakeholders 
together to decide on the 
parameters of the program, 
conduct training for the officers, find 
resources to sustain the initiative, 
and provide technical assistance to 
the service providers who will take 
part. 

Join the
Movement

Learn more & get involved

www.leadbureau.org
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“If the persistent challenges of 
addiction and survival-driven sex 
work could be solved by the 
criminal justice system, we would 
have solved them in Atlanta a few 
thousand arrests ago. But we all 
agree that we cannot arrest our 
way out of these problems. We 
need new evidence-based 
approaches that center on  the 
wellness of individuals and 
communities.”

 – Atlanta City Councilmember

Kwanza Hall, District 2  

“My dad is a loving and sensit ive man who struggles with addict ion. We’ve begged 
the pol ice to get him into a treatment faci l i ty for mental health and addict ion, but we 
are told there are no services avai lable for people l ike my dad. The only response 
seems to be jai l .  And each t ime he is locked up, he comes out even worse off than he 
was before."

– Atlanta Resident

 Pre-Arrest Diversion is an innovative initiative (based on the successful Law 
Enforcement Assisted Diversion Program in Seattle) that offers a new approach to an age-old 
problem.  By diverting those engaged in drug and prostitution/sex work related offenses out of 
the criminal justice system  into intensive, community-based social services that are guided by 
harm reduction principles, a pre-arrest diversion initiative seeks to address problems at their 
root.

 Pre-Arrest Diversion promises to improve the quality of life for individuals and 
neighborhoods, reduce recidivism, and lower the immense costs - both human and financial - of 
cycling people in and out of our courts and jails. In other jurisdictions where it has been 
implemented, they have seen a 60% reduction in recidivism.
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